[Acute non-cardiogenic pulmonary edema secondary to hydrochlorothiazide therapy].
Several commonly prescribed drugs can cause acute non-cardiogenic pulmonary edema. A cause-effect relationship is usually difficult to establish because symptoms are not specific. We report a case of pulmonary edema induced by a common diuretic, hydrochlorothiazide. This complication can occur after a first dose of the drug or in patients who have been taking it with no side effects. Edema is due to an idiosyncratic reaction rather than an immune response. The clinical course is usually favorable over the first 24 hours with treatment of blood pressure and respiratory support. Given that severity increases with recurrence, we underline the importance of diagnosis in the first episode.